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MCH TRAINING PROGRAM: PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY 
DIVISION OF RESEARCH, TRAINING, AND EDUCATION 

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH BUREAU OF THE HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

 Mission 

Major advances in the treatment of oral disease in children have significantly improved children’s oral health in the United 

States. Fluoridation of water supplies, regular tooth brushing and dental visits, and application of dental sealants have 

reduced the incidence of caries in children. However, children in low-income families and other children who are at high 

risk for developing health problems continue to suffer disproportionately from oral disease. Access to dental treatment and 

preventive care is limited for these high-risk populations for many reasons. One reason is the lack of dental health 

professionals who have been specially trained to serve a pediatric population in general, and children with special health 

care needs (CSHCN) and other high-risk populations in particular. In 1965, the Children’s Bureau, now the Maternal and 

Child Health Bureau (MCHB), initiated the maternal and child health (MCH) Pediatric Dentistry Training Program to 

address these gaps in training and to serve as a regional and national resource for other pediatric dentistry programs.  

 Purpose 

Through the MCH Pediatric Dentistry Training Program, dentists receive specialized training in prevention and treatment 

services for the pediatric population and in dental public health and leadership. The purpose of the program is to facilitate a 

national focus on leadership in the field: 

1. Postdoctoral training of dentists in the primary care specialty of pediatric dentistry for leadership roles in education, 

service, research, administration, and advocacy related to oral health programs for the MCH population 

2. Development and dissemination of curricula, teaching models, and other educational resources to enhance the 

MCH content of dentistry training programs 

3. Regional and National continuing education, consultation, and technical assistance in pediatric oral health 

Trainees and faculty provide services to the general pediatric population, as well as to CSHCN, including children with 

behavioral problems. Clinical services include comprehensive dental treatment and are provided in a variety of settings, 

including university-based dental clinics, group homes, local community health clinics, and school-based centers. High-risk 

populations are targeted for the provision of clinical services; these populations include developmentally disabled children, 

children of migrant farm workers, Native American children, and children from low-income families.  

 Highlights 

 Faculty/Trainees. Participating faculty have demonstrated leadership, expertise, and skills in pediatric dentistry. Faculty 

members  have experience in community-based services that provide population-based care, as well as in integrating 

pediatric dentistry services with local and state health care systems. The trainees enrolled in the program are working 

toward a graduate degree in public health and pediatric dentistry.

 Curriculum. The program curriculum includes graduate education at the master’s level or above with an emphasis on 

preventive, diagnostic, treatment/management, and follow-up care for the MCH community, with a particular emphasis on 

CSHCN. Course content and philosophy is focused on preparing graduates to assume leadership roles in the 

development, improvement, and integration of pediatric dentistry in community-care systems. The program also aims to be 

responsive to the cultural, social, and ethnic diversity of the community in the development and integration of services. 
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Training sites function as regional or national resources for the health professional community to improve services and 

enhance trainee education.  

 Program Profile 

In FY2009, MCHB funded  three projects for a total annual investment of $600,000. The next competition for pediatric 

dentistry grants is in FY2012.  

 Program Locations 

 California 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 New York 

Columbia University 

 Washington 

University of Washington, Seattle 

For contact information and project 

abstracts: 

www.mchb.hrsa.gov/training/projects.a

sp?program=14   
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 Contact 

For complete information about the MCH Pediatric Dentistry Training Program contact: 

CAPT Nanette Pepper Callahan, BSN, MEd 

Phone: 301-443-6445 

Email: npeppercallahan@hrsa.gov 

VISIT THE MCH TRAINING PROGRAM WEB SITE AT WWW.MCHB.HRSA.GOV/TRAINING  

FOR CURRENT INFORMATION ON ALL TRAINING PROGRAM GRANTS. 

http://www.mchb.hrsa.gov/training/projects.asp?program=14
http://www.mchb.hrsa.gov/training/projects.asp?program=14
http://www.mchb.hrsa.gov/training
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